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Black Hills Estate Winery Continues Its Evolution of Quality with 
Changes to Winemaking Team 

 
[Oliver, BC] Since 1999, Black Hills Estate Winery (Black Hills) has established itself to be one of British 
Columbia's (BC) most successful wineries producing award-winning and ultra-premium wines using 
grapes from its estate vineyards on Black Sage Bench. The reputation of its onsite winery experience and 
hospitality are known to be on par with its quality wines. Year-after-year, Black Hills is applauded for its 
commitment and efforts made to push the quality of grapes grown, the wines produced, and the winery 
experience provided. To continue the evolution of quality at Black Hills, the winery is excited to 
implement new changes starting from its winery team. 
  
After 10 successful years in the position of head winemaker at Black Hills Estate Winery, Graham Pierce 
will transition to a new role as consulting winemaker. In this new part-time role, Pierce will continue to 
be involved in key strategic decisions and practices in the winery's winemaking program. These include 
but are not limited to: grape picking and fermentation decisions, barrel selections, blending, and stylistic 
directions. 
  
The assignment of this role allows Pierce the time to pursue a long-time dream to create a sparkling 
wine and other possible projects, while continuing to work closely with the esteemed Black Hills winery 
team. This includes his close relationship with the winery's winegrower Steve Carberry, who continues 
into his 14th year as veteran vineyard manager at Black Hills. As part of the winery's practice of 
"continual quality evolution", every member of the Black Hills team is committed to improving the 
quality of the grapes grown, the wines produced, and the hospitality provided every year. 
 
As consulting winemaker, Pierce will also work closely with Black Hills' future winemaker and the 
existing winery team to execute the day-to-day operations. The search for a new winemaker is now 
underway. 
  
"We are thrilled to continue to work with Pierce and have on-going access to his incredible experience, 
perspective, palate and passion for wine," said Glenn Fawcett, director, Black Hills Estate Winery. 
  
"At Black Hills, we value every team member and support them in pursuing their dreams. As always, we 
thank all of our team members for being the cornerstone of our high quality winery. We are very excited 
that Pierce will now have the time and freedom to pursue the side projects that are so important to him. 
Many of us at Black Hills will be rushing to become Pierce's first customer when he makes his sparkling 
wine release in the future," added Fawcett. 
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"The search for the new winemaker at Black Hills has now commenced and we are confident we will 
attract a world-class candidate that will be thrilled to work directly with Pierce and the rest of our 
winery team. It is envisioned that Pierce will transition into the consulting winemaker role in early July 
2018." 
 
Pierce proudly shared, "It has been an amazing 10 years working with the exceptional team at Black 
Hills. The dedication and talent from every team member has allowed us to craft the wine that we 
proudly stand behind. I look forward to working with the new winemaker and the rest of the team as we 
continue our continual quality evolution of our wine." 
 
Photo Library: 
Photo assets for Black Hills Estate Winery available via Dropbox.  
 
About Black Hills Estate Winery: 
Founded in 1999, Black Hills Estate Winery produces wine exclusively from its estate vineyard on the 
Black Sage Bench, north of Osoyoos, British Columbia. The vineyard microclimate is one of the hottest, 
driest, and sunniest sites in the South Okanagan, allowing the vines to yield flavourful grapes of 
balanced intensity. Using environmentally-friendly viticultural techniques and thoughtful winemaking 
practices, the winery is well-known for its two signature blends: Nota Bene, an age-worthy Bordeaux-
style red, produced in limited-quantities from select barrels of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot and 
Cabernet Franc, and Alibi (Sauvignon Blanc and Semillon). Black Hills also produces varietally-labelled 
Viognier, Chardonnay, Syrah, and Carménère. A second label, Cellar Hand, was introduced in 2012, 
allowing the winemaking team freedom to experiment with select barrels from the estate. 
  
Surrounded by panoramic vineyard views, the Black Hills team welcomes wine lovers to visit their Wine 
Experience Center in Oliver. The new facility can provide a unique, sit-down wine tasting experience 
guided by highly trained wine professionals. Annual summer events held at the facility are bold, exciting 
and fun. Members of the Black Hills Wine Club enjoy access to limited-release wines not available to the 
public. 
 
To learn more, visit blackhillswinery.com and follow the conversation on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. 
 
## 
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Q: Does this mean Graham is leaving BHEW? 

A: Not at all. It just means that he is transitioning to part-time role at BHEW so that he can free 

up time to pursue some other projects, including the production of his own label of sparkling 

wine. 

 

Q: Is this because we did not like working for the new ownership of Andrew Peller? 

A: Not at all. In fact, Graham really enjoyed all of the people he worked with at Andrew Peller 

along with all of the team at BHEW that he has worked with for years.  

 

Q: How come he couldn’t stay at BHEW and make his own label of sparkling there? 

A: Andrew Peller Ltd. employs 17 different winemakers across Canada and they are not able to 

make an exception to one Winemaker without causing a “me too” effect across the company. 

 

Q: Who will become the next Winemaker at BHEW? 

A: BHEW just launched an international recruitment campaign with a top Search Agent to find 

the best candidate to take on the day-to-day Winemaker role. After an intense search, we 

anticipate the new Winemaker will come on board during the early summer of 2018 and will 

work closely with Graham during the transition. 

 

Q: Who will this new Winemaker report to? 

A: He or she will report directly to VP Winemaking Craig MacDonald and work directly with 

Graham and BHEW Director Glenn Fawcett.  

 

Q: When is Graham progressing to the Consulting Winemaker role? 

A: This will commence on July 2.  

 

Q: What happens to other folks on the Winemaking team (Rich, Elaine and Jon)? 

A: Everything stays exactly the same for them and their positions and roles are very secure not to 

mention very important to the company.  

 

Q: If I know someone who would be interest in applying, where should I send them.? 

A: Refer them to the posting on Wine Jobs Canada or have them send an e-mail to Glenn 

Fawcett at glenn@blackhillswinery.com 
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